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Though the colony never obtained a charter of
incorporation from the Crown, it developed a
form of government arising naturally from its own
needs. By 1633 its governor and one assistant had
become a governor and seven assistants, elected
annually at a primary assembly held in Plymouth
town; and the three parts, governor, assistants,
and assembly, together constituted the governing
body of the colony. In 1636, a revision of the
laws and ordinances was made in the form of
"The Great Fundamentals," a sort of constitu-
tion, frequently interspersed with statements of
principles, which was printed with additions in
1671. The right to vote was limited at first to
those who were members of the company and
liable for its debt, but later the suffrage was ex-
tended to include others than the first-comers,
and in 1633 was exercised by sixty-eight persons
altogether. In 1668, a voter was required to have
property, to be "of sober and peaceable conversa-
tion/* and to take an oath of fidelity, but ap-
parently he was never required to take the oath
of allegiance to the Crown. So rapidly did the
colony expand that, by 1639, the holding of a
primary assembly in Plymouth town became so
inconvenient that delegates had to be chosen.